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Hyderabad: Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy on
Monday alleged a “con-
spiracy” to delete 20 crore
voters from electoral rolls
across the country under
the guise of the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
the electoral roll, and ac-
cused the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) of
being used to benefit the
BJP ahead of the 2029
general elections.

He claimed that 13
crore names had been
deleted from the voter
lists, and alleged that the
number could be in-
creased to 20 crore by the
2029 elections. Revanth
Reddy compared the
ECI’s role to that of the
British-era Simon Com-
mission and called for a
nationwide “SIR Go Back”
movement on the lines of
the “Simon Go Back” agi-
tation during the freedom
struggle.

Revanth Reddy al-
leged that SIR had been
brought in to remove the

and charged that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was using the Election
Commission in the same
manner as the British
used the Simon Commis-
sion.

The Chief Minister
questioned the concentra-
tion of powers with Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, asking
why booth-level officers
(BLOs) and district collec-
tors were required if all
powers were being put in
the hands of Gyanesh
Kumar.

Participating in a con-
clave in Delhi, Revanth
Reddy said the BJP was
chanting “Jai Sri Ram”
while targeting those who
chanted “Hara Hara
Mahadeva”. “They are
saying Jai Sri Ram. We
are saying Hara Hara
Mahadeva. The BJP does
not like those chanting
Hara Hara Mahadeva. Sri
Ram is god of rich people
and Shankara
(Mahadeva) is god of poor

voting rights of the poor Ppeople. The BJPis onthe

side of the rich while we
are on the side of the poor.
We are on the side of the
poor, while the BJP is on
the side of the rich.” ” he
remarked.

The Chief Minister said
people in the South were
Shiva devotees while
north Indians were devo-
tees of Sri Ram, and de-
scribed the political divide
in terms of “Dravidians”
(south) and “Aryans”
(north). “That is why BJP

leaders say Jai Sri Ram.
Did they ever say Hara
Hara Mahadeva?” he
questioned.

He alleged that 13
crore votes had been de-
leted across the country
with the 2029 elections in
mind and questioned how
the number of voters could
decline when the popula-
tion of the country was not
declining. He alleged that
Modi was attempting to
delete votes of people op-

posed to him and was
seeking to remove a total
of 20 crore votes across
the country. The Chief
Minister said the country
had once united by rais-
ing the slogan “Simon Go
Back” and asserted that
the time had come for
people across the coun-
try to unite by raising the
slogan “SIR Go Back”.
Referring to
Telangana’s development
concerns, Revanth

Reddy said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, when
he was the Chief Minister
of Gujarat, had received
cooperation from the then
prime minister Manmohan
Singh for development
projects in Gujarat. In con-
trast, he alleged, Modi as
the Prime Minister was not
extending similar coop-
eration to Telangana.

Revanth Reddy al-
leged that the Centre had
blocked approvals for the
Regional Ring Road when
the government was pre-
paring to call tenders. He
further alleged that the
BJP-led government at
the Centre was obstruct-
ing the Hyderabad Metro
Rail project.

“This is not North ver-
sus South. It appears to
be Gujarat versus the en-
tire country,” Revanth
Reddy said, alleging that
Modi, who represents
Uttar Pradesh, was divert-
ing funds to Gujarat. On
delimitation, he said in-
creasing the number of
Lok Sabha seats purely
on the basis of population

would benefit larger States
disproportionately and
cause smaller States to
lose out.

He said providing qual-
ity education in Telangana
was the first priority of his
government and that the
State was accordingly de-
veloping government
schools on par with pri-
vate institutions.

He said the govern-
ment was giving priority to
education from nursery to
Class 12 and would focus
on skills after Class 12.

The Chief Minister said
the outdated Industrial
Training Institutes (ITls)
were being upgraded into
Advanced Technology
Centres (ATCs). He said
blue-collar jobs would
have greater demand in
the future and pointed to
employment opportunities
in countries such as Ja-
pan, Germany and South
Korea. He said learning
German and Japanese
would therefore help
young people access bet-
ter employment opportu-
nities in the future.

KTR questions acquisition of
Bahadurpally farmers’ lands for
bullet train project

Hyderabad: Coming down heavily on the Congress
government, BRS working president KT Rama Rao ques-
tioned its decision to acquire agricul-
tural land from farmers in
Bahadurpally for the proposed bul-
 let train project when substantial land
" was already available adjacent to the
< |international airport in the vicinity. He
‘reminded the government that the
State had a 13 per cent share in the
airport and that the land had also
been given on lease to the GMR
Group.

After interacting with farmers facing displacement
over the bullet train project at Telangana Bhavan on
Monday, Rama Rao said the BRS was not opposed to
the bullet train but would oppose any land acquisition in
the name of the project if alternative government-owned
land was available. He pointed out that around 5,500
acres had been acquired for the Shamshabad airport
and questioned why the unused portion of the airport
land could not be considered for the rail project.

He also questioned the need to acquire around 1,000
acres for a station when a much smaller extent would
suffice. He slammed the Congress government, remind-
ing it that farmers who had been cultivating their lands
for generations were being forced to part with them.
Stating that the government was conspiring to acquire
agricultural land cheaply for real estate ventures of Con-
gress leaders, the BRS working president questioned
the need to deploy around 4,000 police personnel at
the farmers’ properties if the government had clear docu-
mentary evidence to establish its ownership of the land.

He reminded the government that the Congress had
earlier promised to return land acquired for the
Hyderabad Pharma City after scrapping the project, but
was now seeking to use the same land for the proposed
Future City. He questioned the government’s plans to
expand the Future City project and alleged that the ex-
ercise was being used to serve real estate interests. He
alleged that the Congress government was sparing the
properties of its leaders despite violations of norms, while
targeting the lands of the poor.

Rama Rao urged farmers to remain united and not
sign away their lands. He said the BRS would continue
the legal battle, including approaching the Supreme
Court if necessary, to protect their interests. He also
assured the farmers that the BRS would continue op-
posing indiscriminate land acquisition while supporting
the bullet train project itself.

4.9 Lakh Indiramma Houses Sanctioned In First Phase

JANGAON: The
Telangana government’s
objective was to make the
state free of thatched huts
and Indiramma houses
would be sanctioned in
phases to every eligible
poor family, revenue and
housing minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy
said.

The minister partici-
pated in a programme at
the Preston College
ground in Jangaon on Sat-
urday to distribute sanc-
tion letters for Indiramma
houses. He announced fi-
nancial assistance of 7?5
lakh each for 500 families
identified as living in
thatched houses in the
Jangaon Assembly con-

stituency.
Srinivas Reddy said
4.5 lakh Indiramma

houses had been sanc-
tioned across the state in

the first phase, W|th flnan-
cial assistance of ?5 lakh
for each house. Another
2.5 lakh houses had been
sanctioned in the second
phase, he said, adding
that an additional 2,000
houses had been allo-

cated to the Jangaon con-
stituency. Funds were be-
ing directly credited to
beneficiaries’ bank ac-
counts every Monday
based on the stage of con-
struction, he said.

The minister said fi-
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nancial assistance rang-
ing from 7?2 lakh to ?3 lakh
would be provided to com-
plete unfinished
Indiramma houses, in-
cluding those where only
walls or slabs had been
completed. He also an-

nounced immediate
sanction of ?2 crore to
make incomplete double-
bedroom houses in
Jangaon fit for occupa-
tion. Officials were di-
rected to hand them over
to eligible beneficiaries by
Dasara.

Jangaon MLA Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy re-
quested the government
to immediately com-
mence development
works sanctioned at a
costof ?18.90 crore in the
municipality. He also
sought funds to widen the
Vadlakonda-Shamirpet
bypass into a double-lane
road and for repairs to the
Chitakodur bridge and
Gandiramaram pumping
facilities.

Later, the minister
handed over sanction let-
ters for Indiramma houses
to 500 benéeficiaries.

Shah Galls for Zero Ilelav in Gounter-Terror Action

NEW DELHI: Union home minister Amit Shah
on Monday called for “zero delay” in counter-ter-
rorism operations and an “automated response
mechanism” at every level of the country’s
PRAHAAR counter-terrorism framework.

Inaugurating a conference on the policy and
strategy in New Delhi, Shah also launched an
extradition portal intended to speed up efforts to

bring fugitives back to India.

The portal brings the Union home and exter-
nal affairs ministries, the CBIl and state agencies
onto a common platform for extradition cases,
sources said. It is intended to coordinate their
work when a fugitive is detained abroad and an
extradition request must be sent to that country
after obtaining the necessary court approval.

Shah urged agencies to take a proactive, re-
sults-oriented approach and to use continuing
analysis of terror incidents to strengthen the
PRAHAAR strategy over the next decade, the
home ministry said in a statement. He called for

the strategy to be put into practice down to the
police station level and stressed the need for co-
ordination among agencies.

The ministry unveiled PRAHAAR in February
as the country’s first national counter-terrorism
policy. The framework sets out seven areas of
work: prevention, response, building domestic
capacity, human rights, reducing conditions that
enable terrorism, international cooperation, and
recovery and resilience.

and 2026.

Shah cited action against the Shahzad Bhatti
network as an example of cooperation among agen-
cies. He said more than 40 modules allegedly in-
volved in cross-border smuggling of weapons, explo-
sives and narcotics had been dismantled, more than
100 FIRs registered and 350 people arrested across
15 states. The government had also declared the
network a terrorist organisation under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, he said.

The minister asked state police forces to set up
dedicated teams to work with central agencies on
extradition cases. He said India had brought back
288 fugitive criminals from 36 countries between 2019

The conference was attended by the Union home
and foreign secretaries, heads of central armed po-
lice forces and central police organisations, police
chiefs from 15 states, and Anti-Terrorism Squad chiefs
from the states and Union territories. Other state police
chiefs and senior officers joined virtually.
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REALITY CHECK FOR
PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES

Supreme Court’s order seeking
greater financial transparency from
private universities was long overdue
and brings renewed focus on regula-
tion, student interests and account-
ability

The growing demand for higher
education cannot be met by govern-
ment-funded institutions alone. The
private sector has an equally impor-
tant role to play in expanding educa-
tional opportunities for the country’s
youth. However, unbridled
commercialisation of the education
sector by profit-driven private play-
ers is a major cause for concern. More
often than not, they impose exorbitant
fees that are not matched by infra-
structure and amenities and resort to
misleading self-promotion. While the
contribution of the private sector to
promoting and expanding higher edu-
cation cannot be overlooked, what is
needed is a proper balance between
regulation and responsibility. The Su-
preme Courts latest order directing
private universities across the coun-
try to disclose their financial records
is a welcome development. The land-
mark order ruled that no private uni-
versity should be allowed to run as a
profit-making institution and sought
details of how universities generate,
manage and use their financial re-
sources. The audited financial records
covering the last five years,
utilisation of funds, fee structures,
surplus investments and payments
made to persons not directly involved
in educational functions are among
the details that have to be presented
before the apex court. It has also di-
rected the Centre and State govern-
ments to collect detailed information
about admissions, fees, use of surplus
funds, staff recruitment and griev-
ance-redressal systems of private uni-
versities and colleges. With this un-
precedented order, the stage is set not
only for intense scrutiny of the finan-
cial management by private univer-
sities but also the conduct of regula-
tors. It’s a reality check that was long
overdue.

The top court’s observation that pri-
vate universities must serve the
larger public purpose of education
and not operate for profit hits the nail
on the head. Robust regulatory over-
sight to check any exploitation of stu-
dents is essential. Over the years, a
highly competitive private sector has
relied on exaggerations and half-
truths to attract students. With mini-
mal focus on impactful academic re-
search, there is often misrepresenta-
tion of the facilities available and
placement statistics. If the lack of fac-
ulty development is problematic,
more worrying is the reliance on un-
der-qualified and overworked staff.
Ultimately, students bear the brunt as
their interests are compromised.
There are over 470 private universi-
ties in the country, apart from several
‘Deemed to be Universities’ that op-
erate under private management.
Within a span of 10 years, enrollment
in private universities nearly tripled
to over 34.6 lakh students, moving
their market share from 20 per cent
to one-third of all higher education
students in India. The University
Grants Commission (UGC) regulates
private universities primarily
through the UGC (Establishment of
and Maintenance of Standards in Pri-
vate Universities) Regulations to en-
sure educational quality and trans-
parency. Unlike public universities,
private entities receive minimal state
or central research grants and have
to depend heavily on tuition fees to
fund research labs. Navigating over-
lapping compliance checklists be-
tween the UGC, AICTE, and state-
level councils is a major challenge for
private universities.

Telangana Assembly declares Khairatabhad seat
vacant following Danam Nagender disqualification

Hyderabad: Following the Telangana High
Court judgment disqualifying Khairatabad MLA
Danam Nagender, the Legislative Assembly has
issued a gazette notification stating that the seat
stood vacant with effect from April 23, 2024.

On September 18, the High Court disqualified
Danam Nagender for contesting the
Secunderabad Lok Sabha election as a Con-
gress candidate while continuing as a BRS MLA.
The court held that his disqualification would take
effect from April 23, 2024, the day he filed his
nomination as a Congress candidate. It also
shared copies of its order with the Election Com-
mission of India and the Telangana Assembly.

Challenging the High Court judgment, Danam
Nagender approached the Supreme Court. How-
ever, on September 24, the apex court upheld the
High Court judgment.

Accordingly, Assembly Secretary Rendla

Thirupathiissued a gazette notification on Sep-
tember 26 stating that, in pursuance of the High
Court judgment, Danam Nagender, who was
elected from the Khairatabad constituency,
stood disqualified with effect from April 23,
2024. The notification effectively records the
vacancy of the Khairatabad Assembly seat
from the date of Nagender’s disqualification.

Congress, Left Parties Stage Nationwide
Protest Against Gvanesh I(umar

Bhopal: Congress workers held a nationwide pro-
test on Monday against Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar over the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls. In Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
Congress president Jitu Patwari questioned public trust
in the electoral process. Patwari said trust was behind
every choice people made and alleged that doubts had
emerged over the election process.

“When Prime Minister Modi became Prime Minis-
ter for the first time, we accepted that there might have
been some shortcomings on our part. The Constitution
became a topic of discussion during the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. The BJP lost 70 seats in the process, and
the atmosphere was not in their favor; yet, they formed
the government,” he said. Patwari said suspicions arose
when it appeared that the election was being “stolen”,
and referred to allegations of EVM tampering.

Sharing an example from his own booth, Patwari
said, “There wasn't a single BJP worker at my booth,
yet the BJP received 300 votes.”He questioned the
impact of losing public trust in a democracy. “In a de-
mocracy, if trust is lost, then who will the public place
their faith in?” Patwari said. Patwari also targeted the
BJP government in Madhya Pradesh, referring to the
removal of former Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.“They removed Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
sent a 'Chief Minister chosen via a slip of paper' in-
stead,” he said. He further criticised the state govern-
ment over its response to deaths caused by cough
syrup, spurious liquor and drowning, while referring to
the Chief Minister's reaction to the toppling of three
bricks.“They take the people of the state for fools; the
Chief Minister did not shed tears over deaths caused
by cough syrup, spurious liquor, or drowning, yet he
wept over the toppling of three bricks,” Patwari said.

Meanwhile, in Jaipur, Rajasthan, Congress workers
also held a protest against the Election Commission
over the SIR exercise. Visuals from the demonstration
showed party workers raising slogans and participat-
ing in the protest. The protests were part of the Con-
gress' countrywide demonstrations against CEC Kumar,
with the party demanding his resignation and raising
objections to the SIR exercise.

In Srinagar, Congress MP Pawan Khera alleged that
the election mandate was being “stolen” and termed
the SIR exercise “completely illegal”. "This protest is
ongoing across the country. CEC deceived this coun-
try; election mandates are being stolen. SIR is com-
pletely illegal. For an amendment to Form 6, it needs
to be brought to Parliament. But it wasn't done. So,
SIR becomes illegal. If SIR is illegal, all additions and
deletions are illegal. There is outrage across the coun-
try. Everyone wants to protest. Gyanesh Kumar should
be sacked to save the country," he told ANI.In Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh Congress president Ajay Rai said, “Our
protest against Gyanesh Kumar is happening country-

wide. People in every corner of Uttar Pradesh have
definitely woken up to the fact that such corrupt
people are conducting elections."

Asked about the September 30 INDIA bloc meet-
ing and Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav's
absence, Rai said SP representatives had attended
several such meetings earlier.“Samajwadi Party rep-
resentatives have attended many meetings before
this. People have gone and taken part in several
meetings. | think it's just like... since Samajwadi
Party representatives have been to meetings be-
fore, it depends on them who they send. That's up
to them,” he told ANI.

In Hyderabad, Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee president Mahesh Kumar Goud, along
with party leaders, led a protest march from the Indira
Gandhi statue to the Election Commission office
as part of the state-level demonstration. Congress
MP Kiran Kumar Chamala said the party would sub-
mit a complaint seeking the resignation and pros-
ecution of Gyanesh Kumar.“Today, Telangana
Pradesh Congress Committee decided to do the
protest, and we will be walking from Indira Gandhi
statue up to the Election Commission in Telangana.
We want to file a complaint regarding Gyanesh
Kumar's resignation and prosecution,” Chamala
said.Chamala alleged that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah had in-
fluenced the CEC to delete voters' names to ensure
that they remained in power. “This clearly shows
that Narendra Modi and Amit Shah have influenced
the CEC to delete the votes to make sure that they
continue in power for 50 years,” he alleged. He also
demanded that the 2025 voter list be revoked and
called for the reinstatement of 13 crore voters.

Meanwhile, Left parties staged a protest against
Gyanesh Kumar in Patna, while Congress workers
held demonstrations in Srinagar and Lucknow. The
protests come amid a wider political row over the
EC and the SIR exercise. The Congress and other
Opposition parties have raised questions over the
functioning of the poll panel and demanded action
against the CEC.

Khairthahad hy-election to test BIP's
performance in Hyderahad

Hyderabad: Despite the claims being made by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) State unit about gaining
ground in Telangana, particularly Hyderabad, the elec-
toral performance of the party presents a
contrasting picture.

Since the December 2023 Assembly
elections, there have been two by-elec-
tions in Greater Hyderabad. The
Secunderabad Cantonment by-election
was held in 2024, followed by the Jubilee
Hills by-election in 2025.

In both elections, the BJP failed to
make a significant impact, while the rul-
ing Congress emerged victorious.

The Secunderabad Cantonment by-
election was held on May 13, 2024, alongside the Lok
Sabha elections. However, the BJP failed to win the
seat. This was followed by the Jubilee Hills by-election
in November 2025, where the BJP polled only 17,061
votes and finished a distant third.

Now, with the Khairthabad by-election expected to
be held soon, the BJP’s ability to improve its perfor-
mance has become a subject of discussion in political
circles. After Ramchander Rao took charge as BJP State

president in May 2025, the Khairthabad by-election
will be the second election and an important test of
his leadership.

The by-election will also be a test for Union Min-
ister G Kishan Reddy, as the
Khairthabad Assembly constituency
falls under the Secunderabad Lok
Sabha constituency, which he repre-
sents.

Against this backdrop, the
Khairthabad by-election assumes sig-
nificance for the BJP ahead of the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration elections, which have been due
since January this year. Several lead-
ers are already showing interest in
contesting the by-election. Apart from former
Khairthabad MLA Chintala Ramachandra Reddy,
BJP official spokespersons Chikoti Praveen and
Indrasena Reddy, and BJP executive member J
Keerthy Reddy are among those being considered
as probable candidates by party leaders.

The BJP’s candidate selection and performance
in the by-election have become subjects of discus-
sion in political circles.

India Seeks No
Territory, but Will
Defend Itself: Singh

New Delhi: Defence minister Rajnath Singh
on Sunday said India did not seek to occupy any
country’s territory but would take all necessary
measures to protect its security and strategic
autonomy when threatened.

Addressing a defence conclave in New Delhi,
Singh said India’s commitment to peace should
not be mistaken for weakness. The country
sought global stability, but not at the cost of its
strategic autonomy, he said.

Singh ruled out dialogue with countries that
promoted terrorism against India. Nations us-
ing terrorism as an instrument of state policy or
sheltering terrorists must realise that it could not
serve as a strategic asset, he said.

Referring to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent remarks at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation meeting, Singh said India was en-
titled to take all necessary measures against
terrorism as long as a neighbouring country
continued to support it.

Describing national security as a collective
responsibility, he urged citizens to rise above
divisions of religion, caste, language and region
and put the national interest first.

ingh said India was a “civilisational power”
whose rise was based on inclusive development
rather than confrontation. Its approach rested
on respect, dialogue, prosperity, security and
culture, drawing on the principles of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam and Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
he said.

Highlighting India’s growing role in the Global
South, Singh said the country had emerged as
a trusted partner. Under Vaccine Maitri, India
supplied more than 30 crore Covid-19 vaccine
doses to over 100 countries and also provided
medicines, digital payment solutions and tech-
nical expertise.

On defence self-reliance, Singh said India
was moving from being a major arms importer
to a trusted global supplier. Defence exports had
risen from Rs 686 crore in 2013-14 to a record
Rs 38,424 crore in 2025-26. The government
had set an export target of Rs 50,000 crore by
2029, he said.

India was developing indigenous capabilities
in aircraft and drone engines and fifth- and sixth-
generation fighter jets. Growing global demand
for Indian missiles, radars, ammunition and other
platforms reflected confidence in the country’s
defence industry, Singh said.

The defence allocation had increased from
about Rs 2.53 lakh crore in 2013—-14 to Rs 7.85
lakh crore in 2026—27. About 75 per cent of the
capital acquisition budget, or Rs 1.39 lakh crore,
had been reserved for domestic procurement.

Singh said warfare was expanding into cyber,
space, electronic and information domains, with
artificial intelligence, drones, autonomous sys-
tems, quantum technology and hypersonic
weapons gaining prominence.

He said private companies, startups and
MSMEs were playing a growing role in defence
manufacturing. The Uttar Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu defence corridors had received invest-
ment proposals worth about Rs 70,000 crore,
of which nearly Rs 10,000 crore had been in-
vested.

Technologies developed by the Defence Re-
search and Development Organisation for con-
ventional missile systems would be transferred
to eligible Indian industries. Singh said this would
improve military preparedness, ensure timely
missile supplies and allow the DRDO to con-
centrate on research and development.



Revanth Reddy recalls ABUP past, advises India Attends SCO Meeting in Pakistan
Modi ahead of 2029 polis

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy recalled his association with the ABVP
and said Prime Minister Narendra Modi should win people’s hearts rather
than divide the nation. He also criticised the Centre over Telangana
projects and discussed education, language and the TDP.

Hyderabad: Chief Minister ARevanth Reddy
has once again put the Congress high com-
mand in an awkward position by recalling his
association with the ABVP and suggesting that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi should win
people’s hearts to emerge victorious in the next
Lok Sabha elections.

“If Modiji wants to form the government for
the fourth time, he needs to win hearts but
should not divide the nation. As an ABVP
karyakarta, this is my concern,” he said while
participating in a conclave in New Delhi on Mon-
day.

Revanth Reddy also accused the Prime Min-
ister of not extending the required support to
Telangana. “On the personal front, he treats me
well. But he has not sanctioned Metro rail ex-
pansion, Regional Ring Road, National High-
ways and many other issues are pending with
the Prime Minister,” he said. He also alleged
that the semiconductor unit had been taken
away from Telangana and sanctioned to
Guijarat.

Despite facing criticism over his opposition
to the formation of Telangana, the Chief Minis-

ter claimed that he had participated in the sepa-
rate State agitation. “l worked actively in Vidyarthi
Parishad and then | participated in the Telangana
agitation,” Revanth Reddy claimed.

He made the claim after being labelled ‘Rifle
Reddy’ for carrying a rifle in his car during the
Telangana agitation, when he was associated
with the Telugu Desam Party (TDP). Revanth
Reddy also stated that Telangana was formed
in 2017, drawing attention to the incorrect refer-
ence to the year of State formation.

In what could trigger a debate, the Chief Min-
ister took a sharp U-turn from his earlier stand
on English and its significance, especially in
securing jobs. In the past, he observed that lan-
guage does not help in acquiring knowledge but
was only meant for communication. “In America,
a beggar seeks alms in English and even bath-
room cleaner speaks English. Do Japanese,
Chinese and German people speak English,”
he had argued in the past.

However, while speaking about the reforms
introduced in the education sector in the State
and the need for students to acquire skills,
Revanth Reddy contradicted his earlier obser-
vation, saying, “Students will anyway learn re-
gional language English is a job creating lan-
guage and how to communicate with people.”

In another observation, the Chief Minister
said the relevance of the TDP declined in
Telangana after the State’s division. “This was
mainly due to a DNA problem as its leadership
is from Andhra and the party is in Telangana.
Then | decided to join the Congress,” Revanth
Reddy said.

Kharge ‘Insuit: Gong. To Hold
Self-Respect Meet On Sept. 29

NEW DELHI: The Congress on Sunday ac-
cused the Modi government of being “anti-Dalit”
and “anti-tribal” and announced a “Dalit-Adivasi
Self-Respect Meeting” on September 29 over
the “purification” ritual conducted after party
president Mallikarjun Kharge’s rally in
Uttarakhand last month.

The Congress SC/ST MPs’ Forum will
organise the meeting in collaboration with the
AICC departments concerned with Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The venue was
listed as Mavalankar Hall, Constitution Club of
India.

“The meeting will discuss the purification
ritual following Kharge ji's public meeting in
Haldwani, Uttarakhand, in August,” Congress
MP Mallu Ravi said.

He said the meeting would also discuss in-
cidents across the country involving violations
of the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, and
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989,
and prepare a roadmap to prevent their recur-
rence.

Congress MPs from both Houses of Parlia-
ment, former MPs, ministers from Congress-
ruled states, MLAs and AICC representatives
will attend, he added.

“This was not merely an insult to Kharge ji,
but an insult to the entire SC/ST community,”
Ravi said of the ritual.

“The Uttarakhand government initially did not
register an FIR. After MPs staged a protest at
the Parliament Street police station, an FIR was
eventually registered in Haldwani. This is what
is happening in a BJP-ruled state,” he said.

Ravi alleged that the BJP supported the in-
cident, saying its state president had openly

backed the Ram Sena members who con-
ducted the ritual. He accused the party of delib-
erately seeking to divide people on caste lines.

“The Prime Minister (Narendra Modi), Home
Minister (Amit Shah) and Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister (Pushkar Singh Dhami) have not yet con-
demned the incident,” Ravi said at a press con-
ference attended by party leaders Manoj Kumar,
Tanuj Punia, Karamveer Baudh, Bhajan Lal
Jatav and Vikrant Bhuria.

The forum said the Constitution guaranteed
every citizen, including members of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, the right to self-
respect, dignity, equality, freedom and fraternity.

Expressing concern over continuing violations
of laws meant to protect these communities, it
urged their public representatives to unite against
discrimination and social prejudice in Parliament,
state legislatures and public forums.

The initiative is being organised in collabora-
tion with K. Raju, national coordinator of the SC,
ST, OBC and Minority Departments and AICC
in-charge of Jharkhand; Rajendra Pal Gautam,
chairman of the AICC SC Department and in-
charge of Uttar Pradesh; and Dr Vikrant Bhuria,
national chairman of the Adivasi Congress and
MLA from Jhabua.

CMC Commissioner Inaugurates Ashray
Gentre at Kondapur

Hyderabad: Cyberabad Municipal Corporation (CMC) commissioner
G. Srijana inaugurated an Ashray centre at Kondapur, established in
partnership with the state government and Amazon India, which pro-

vide a space for gig and delivery workers.

The centre is part of the initiative being taken up under the guidance
of special chief secretary Jayesh Ranjan to create accessible spaces*
for gig workers at locations where they can conveniently take a break
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during their working hours. The Kondapur centre is open to gig and delivery workers across all
platforms, irrespective of the company or platform they are associated with.

New Delhi: India is taking part in a three-day
meeting of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) national coordinators that began in
Islamabad on Monday, as Pakistan starts its
chairship of the grouping. India is represented
by its SCO national coordinator, Alok Dimri, an
additional secretary in the Ministry of External
Affairs. Reports said Dimri arrived in Islamabad
earlier in the day.

The meeting comes two days after external
affairs minister S. Jaishankar referred to Paki-
stan as a “terrorist country” in an exchange with
a Pakistani journalist on the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly in New York.

The SCO’s 10 members are India, Pakistan,
Russia, China, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Iran and Belarus.

At the SCO summit in Bishkek on Septem-
ber 1, Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for
a united stand against terrorism. Without nam-
ing Pakistan, he said member countries “must
send a strong message to countries that use
terrorism as an instrument of policy and pro-
vide safe haven and support to terrorists that
terrorism can never be a strategic asset for
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standards on terrorism”.

According to media reports citing Pakistan’s
foreign office, the national coordinators will dis-
cuss the programme for Pakistan’s chairship
and preparations for forthcoming SCO meet-
ings. Pakistan has identified connectivity, inno-
vation, economic cooperation and people-to-
people contacts as priorities, the reports said.

Pakistan assumed the SCO chairship from
Kyrgyzstan earlier this month and is expected
to host the grouping’s summit next year. Asked
recently whether Modi would attend, external
affairs ministry secretary (West) Sibi George

anyone”.

Modi also called for the dismantling of net-
works involved in financing, recruitment,
radicalisation and providing safe havens for ter-

said: “A decision will be taken by the appropri-
ate authority at the appropriate time and our
appropriate level of participation will be decided
accordingly.”

rorism. He said there was “no place for double

Goyal Heads to US for G20 Meet,
Trade Pact Talks with Greer

New Delhi: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
will visit the US from September
29 to October 5 to attend a G20
meeting in Milwaukee and hold
discussions with United States
Trade Representative Jamieson
Greer on advancing talks for the
bilateral trade agreement, an of-
ficial statement said on Monday.
He will participate in the G20
Trade Ministers' Meeting in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, on Septem-
ber 30 and October 1, at the invi-
tation of the US Trade Represen-
tative (USTR).

"Goyal will also engage bilat-
erally with his counterpart from
the United States as part of on-
going efforts to advance a bal-
anced and mutually beneficial In-
dia-US Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) and finalise an interim deal
in line with the Joint Statement of
7 February 2026," the commerce
ministry said. The minister will
visit the US from September 29
to October 5, 2026. It added that
the G20 meeting will bring to-
gether trade ministers of the
member countries of the group-
ing.

"India will engage construc-
tively with all G20 members and
work towards a rules-based,
open, inclusive, transparent, eq-
uitable and non-discriminatory
multilateral trading system, with
the World Trade Organization at
its core, while ensuring adequate
policy space for developing
countries," it said. On the side-
lines, Goyal will also hold several
bilateral meetings with his coun-
terparts. In Milwaukee and Chi-
cago, minister Goyal will meet
chief executives of leading Ameri-
can companies in manufacturing,
consumer goods, agri-business,
retail and technology, and partici-
pate in roundtables with busi-
nesses, startups and innovative
companies.

He will highlight the opportu-
nities India offers as a manufac-
turing and investment destination
and invite American companies
to deepen their partnerships with
Indian enterprises. "The visit is
expected to further strengthen the

trade and investment partnership between India and the United
States and deepen India's engagement with its G20 partners,"
it added. The G20, or Group of Twenty, is an international fo-
rum that brings together the world's major advanced and
emerging economies to discuss and coordinate economic
policy. The United States holds the 2026 G20 presidency.

The members include Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, Indonesia, ltaly, Japan, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, the UK, and the EU. US
President Donald Trump will host the G20 Summit on Decem-
ber 14-15 at the Trump National Doral Miami resort in Doral,
Florida. Goyal's visit to the US is important as President Trump,
on September 18, signed the Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act,
which authorises him to impose tariffs of up to 100 per cent
on countries buying Russian oil and gas, including China and
India. India-US BTA: India and the US in February announced
the finalisation of the framework for the first phase of the bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTA). However, changes in the tariff
landscape in the US have led to further negotiations on the
pact. Goyal on September 24 said that the trade pact between
India and the US is "done and dusted" and will be executed
once the United States gives India the right competitive ad-
vantage over its competitors in the American market. India's
competitors in the US market include ASEAN countries, China,
and Bangladesh. At present, Indian goods attract an additional
10 per cent duty. It was imposed under a Sec 301 probe, cit-
ing concerns related to ‘forced labour '. Goyal last met the
USTR Greer in June here. He led an official delegation during
June 22-24. "The two leaders conducted a comprehensive
review of core BTA elements, including enhanced market ac-
cess, digital trade, supply chain resilience, reduction of non-
tariff barriers, and expanded cooperation in strategic
sectors...Discussions focused on pathways to conclude an
interim agreement as an important milestone toward a com-
prehensive BTA," a commerce ministry statement dated June
24 said. Bilateral Trade: India's exports to the US increased by
21.83 per cent to USD 8.4 billion. Imports were up 65.78 per
cent to USD 5.97 billion. During April-August 2026-27, the
country's merchandise exports to the US grew 6.17 per cent
to USD 42.8 billion, while imports increased 29.6 per cent to
USD 28 billion. The US was the largest trading partner of India
in 2025-26. It was UD 132.2 billion (exports USD 86.51 billion
and imports USD 45.62 billion). India's major merchandise
exports include electronic goods, engineering products, and
drugs and pharmaceuticals, while imports include crude pe-
troleum, electronic items, and industrial machinery.
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Rs 11,085-Cr Works To Be Launched Under
Palle Panduga On Sent 29

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy Chief Minis-
ter K Pawan Kalyan will launch
development works worth Rs
11,085 crore under Palle
Panduga 3.0 at Udayagiri in
Nellore district on September
29. As part of the programme,
CC roads will be laid in villages,
covering 6,000 km for Rs 2,700
crore. BT road works covering
9,500 km will be taken up at a
cost of Rs 7,550 crore. Around
22,000 mini Gokulams (cattle
sheds) will be constructed to
benefit dairy farmers at a cost
of Rs 300 crore, according to
the release.

The Horticulture Department
will take up plantation activities
across 50,000 acres at a cost
of Rs 225 crore, and 1,000 km
of magic drains will be con-
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structed at a cost of Rs 110 crore. Bus shelters, gram
panchayat buildings, Rachabandas and other works
will be taken up at a cost of Rs 200 crore.

Of the total Rs 11,085 crore, the Central share
will be Rs 5,391 crore and the State share Rs 5,694
crore.The government will take up works with Rs
1,750 crore under VB-G RAM G, Rs 3,800 crore un-
der the Global Horticulture Hub, and another Rs 2,000

crore through NABARD, SASKI
and other funds.

Under Palle Panduga 1.0, the
Panchayat Raj and Rural Devel-
opment Department laid 4,000
km of CC roads, 22,514 cattle
sheds, 21,000 farm ponds and
horticulture plantations across
64,000 acres.Under Palle
Panduga 2.0, works included
2,500 km of CC roads, 8,300 km
of BT roads, 15,750 cattle
sheds, 15,500 cattle water
troughs, 86,000 farm ponds,
82,000 individual soak pits and
32 km of magic drains.The coa-
lition government is undertaking
massive development works in
rural areas under Palle Panduga
3.0, with a focus on strengthen-
ing rural infrastructure, support-
ing farmers and dairy producers
and improving basic amenities in
villages.

YSRC |Bﬂl|0l’$ workers IIIIII Telugu Desam

Vijayawada: Sev-
eral senior YSRC
leaders and workers
from Mangalagiri,
Tadepalliand Undavalli
mandals of the
Mangalagiri Assembly
constituency joined
the Telugu Desam in
the presence of the
party’s national gen-
eral secretary and lo-
cal MLA N. Lokesh at
a programme held at
his Undavalli residence
on Monday, ahead of

Reddy, Sureddi
Srinivasa Reddy, Kolli
Lakshma Reddy and
Bommi Kotireddy from
Tadepalli. Several oth-
ers from Tadepalli,
Nidamarru,
Yerrabalem and other
areas also joined the
party. Welcoming the
new entrants into the
TD, Lokesh said he
was happy to see
them join the party. He
said he was commit-
ted to developing the

the local body elec-
tions.

Those who joined
the TD included former

Mangalagiri municipal vice-chairman Munagala Malleswara Rao and his
wife; former MPTC member Kallam Sanjiv Reddy; Kallam Sambi Reddy
and Kallam Srinivasa Reddy, along with six families from Undavalli; and
Jakkireddy Prabhakar Reddy, Sureddi Venkateswara

Mangalagiri constitu-
ency and would al-
ways stand by its
people.
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Purandeswari Leads JPC
Discussions on Education Bill

Kakinada:Rajamahendravaram Lok Sabha member D. Purandeswari,
chairperson of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Pratishthan Bill, 2025, held discussions in Kolkata on Sunday.

The committee gathered views from representatives of the West
Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand and Sikkim governments, be-
sides officials from 1IM Kolkata, [IT Kharagpur and the Union Ministry of
Education.

Purandeswari said the suggestions from various stakeholders were
invaluable in strengthening the education sector and ensuring access to
quality higher education. She said the committee would consider the
feedback and suggestions received during its study tour.

Bhagat Singh is an Inspiration to Today's
Youth: Minister Kondapalli Srmwas

Vizianagaram, September 28:
Kondapalli Srinivas, the State Minis-
ter for MSMEs, Rural Poverty Eradi- Bf§=2 @
cation, and Non-Resident Telugu Fses
(NRT) Empowerment & Relations, it
stated that the life of Sardar Bhagat
Singh—a revolutionary leader of the
freedom movement—serves as an in-
spiration to today's youth. On the oc-
casion of Bhagat Singh's 119th birth
anniversary, the Minister paid floral
tributes to his portrait at his camp office on Monday. Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Kondapalli Srinivas described Bhagat Singh as a great figure who roused
the public consciousness with the slogan "Inquilab Zindabad" to drive the British
out of India. He hailed Bhagat Singh as a brave hero who fought against British
rule for the nation's freedom at a very young age, disregarding the risk to his own
life. He remarked that the patriotism and courage displayed by Bhagat Singh
have been etched in golden letters in the country's history. Minister Kondapalli
called upon the youth of today to adopt Bhagat Singh's ideals and rededicate
themselves to the nation's progress and social service. Senior Telugu Desam
Party leaders Kondapalli Kondalarao, Cheppa Chandrasekhar, and others partici-
pated in the event.

An Economic Engine for Vijayawada

Vijayvawada Utsavam 2.0

A National Brand Image for the City
A Double Treat Alongside the Dasara Festivities
A New Vibrancy for Vijayawada Through the Festival

Even before the Dasara festivities begin, a
celebratory atmosphere is set to sweep through
Vijayawada. A grand curtain-raiser event was
held for "Vijayawada Utsavam 2.0," an initiative
aimed at showcasing the city's cultural, spiritual,
and historical grandeur to the entire nation. Build-
ing upon the success of last year's festival—
which relied heavily on public participation—this
year's program has been designed on a much
larger scale. The organizers emphasize that the
festival is not merely about entertainment and
cultural performances; its primary objectives in-

clude establishing a distinct brand image for the
city, boosting tourism, and creating new oppor-
tunities for local businesses. With a massive
influx of devotees and tourists expected in
Vijayawada during Dasara, there is a strong fo-
cus on integrating this festive buzz with the city's
economic activities.
Public participation will be the highlight of this
festival. As part of this initiative, Vijayawada MP
Kesineni Chinni has called upon every house-
hold and business establishment to decorate
their premises in a way that reflects the festive
spirit. The initiative reflects an intent to foster a
welcoming atmosphere for visi-
tors, thereby enhancing the city's
I — image. Organizers have also re-
vealed plans to invite Chief Minis-
ters and industrialists from other
' states to the festivities. This sug-
‘]gests a vision to transform the
 tion into a platform that showcases
- | Vijayawada as a prominent tour-
= ism and cultural hub.
s To add an economic dimension to
~ the Vijayawada festival, a 'National
Saras Mela' is also being orga-
nized. With 650 stalls planned at
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the Punnami Ghat venue, organizers have allo-
cated 230 of them to women's self-help groups
from Andhra Pradesh. A key highlight of the fair
is the opportunity it provides for women's groups
from across the country to showcase and mar-
ket their products. This initiative not only prom-
ises to expand the market for locally produced
goods but also offers women avenues for addi-
tional income. The underlying idea is to create
a marketplace environment where visitors can
enjoy the festivities while also purchasing local
products.

Another significant aspect is the government's
vision to leverage these festivities as an eco-
nomic engine for the local economy. Tourism
Minister Kandula Durgesh emphasized that
these festivals should not merely serve as en-
tertainment events but should also generate in-
come opportunities for traders, auto-rickshaw
drivers, artists, and small-scale vendors. Indeed,
a surge in visitors for large-scale cultural events
can directly and indirectly benefit various sec-
tors, including hotels, restaurants, transporta-
tion, small businesses, handicrafts, and the sale

of local products. At the same time, the idea has
been put forward to leverage these festivals for
cultural preservation by providing a platform for
vanishing folk arts—such as leather puppetry,
Tappeta Gullu, verse-based dramas, and mytho-
logical performances.

Integrating Vijayawada’s spiritual significance
with cultural and tourism dimensions is another
key aspect of this 'Utsav 2.0". Linking the city's
landmarks—such as the Durga Temple, the
Krishna River, the Prakasam Barrage, and
Punnami Ghat—through a unified festival plat-
form offers an opportunity to showcase the city
more comprehensively to visitors. Against this
backdrop, Minister Kandula Durgesh expressed
the goal of elevating the Vijayawada festivals to
the same stature as those held in major tourist
destinations like Visakhapatnam and Araku.
Meanwhile, Minister Satya Kumar Yadav also
noted that these festivals would play a vital role
in showcasing Vijayawada'’s historical, spiritual,
and cultural grandeur to the rest of the country.
Promotional activities for the event have kicked
off with the unveiling of the trailer, a song, and a
poster.

municipal authorities, even if they were previously listed under the ‘22A’ category,” he said.

Hyderabad:Revenue minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy on Sunday announced that the government has taken a crucial decision to resolve Urban Land Ceiling
(ULC) applications that have been pending for decades. Officials have been directed to immediately initiate regularisation measures for eligible cases, after completing
all necessary procedural formalities as per regulations. In a media statement, Srinivas Reddy noted that although the previous government had issued a Government
Order (GO) in 2016 to address pending ULC applications, it was never implemented, leaving thousands of cases unresolved for years. He said this had caused
numerous difficulties for the public regarding land rights and transactions. “Instructions have been issued to expeditiously examine pending applications regarding
colonies—whether partially regularised or unregularised—under the Telangana Urban Land Ceiling Act and to regularise eligible cases in accordance with the rules. To
this end, Memo No. 48062/ULC/A1/2026-1 was issued on Sunday to facilitate the review and resolution of pending ULC applications filed under previously issued GOs
455, 456, 747 and 92,” the minister explained. Srinivas Reddy further informed that in line with Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy’s resolve to provide a permanent
solution to land-related issues faced by the public, the government—after consultations with fellow cabinet ministers—has initiated measures to resolve ‘22A’ issues
through a fast-track process. “Orders have been issued permitting the registration of houses, plots and flats that possess approvals from GHMC, HMDA, DTCP or



Jagan to visit Ongole today...

Jagan's tour of Ongole today
Jagan to console the family of Kakumanu
Key meeting with party leaders

As the heat of local body elections gradually rises in Andhra Pradesh,
the visit of YSRCP chief and former Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy to Ongole is generating political interest. Former CM Jagan is

: -visiting Ongole today to console the
family of the late party leader Kakumanu
Rajasekhar. Although this appears to be
a routine visit to offer condolences, the
timing and context hold political signifi-
cance. On one hand, all parties are
[ 4 gearing up for the local elections. On
&-&&\ the other, exercises regarding changes
in responsibilities—such as district and constituency-level roles and the
appointment of new coordinators—are underway within the YSRCP.
Consequently, a debate has arisen: will Jagan's Ongole visit be limited
merely to offering condolences, or will it serve as a platform for crucial
discussions regarding party reorganization?

Consoling Kakumanu Rajasekhar's family appears to be the primary
official engagement of Jagan's visit. YSRCP leaders had alleged that
Rajasekhar was subjected to severe stress during a protest held at the
SAAP office in Vijayawada. Against this backdrop, some view Jagan's
visit to the family as conveying a political message to party cadres and
the local leadership. However, one aspect needs to be noted here: it is
incorrect to view a leader's visit to console a family solely as a political
activity. It is common for political tours to combine condolence visits,
meetings with party workers, and other party-related events. Yet, since
preparations for the local body elections have gained momentum just as
Jagan visits Ongole after a long hiatus, the political significance surround-
ing his tour has naturally intensified.

The primary political focus, however, is on the meeting of key party
leaders scheduled for the 30th of this month. With the local body election
schedule likely to be released soon, YSRCP sources indicate that Jagan
will provide guidance to party leaders on issues such as reservation quo-
tas, candidate selection, constituency-wise party strength, and local lead-
ership dynamics. Candidate selection is crucial, especially given the
party's decision to contest every seat. In local elections, factors such as
a candidate's personal rapport, local connections, and the strength of
the village-level cadre often carry as much weight as the party symbol.
Consequently, the YSRCP appears to be focusing on a strategy of iden-
tifying and fielding suitable candidates only after the reservation details
are finalized.

The introduction of a direct election system for mayors and municipal
chairpersons adds yet another dimension to the local political landscape
this time around. Political parties are calculating that a strong mayoral
or chairperson candidate could boost the campaigns of corporators and
councilors contesting simultaneously. Consequently, the situation de-
mands that the face of the city-level leadership be determined in ad-
vance, rather than merely selecting candidates at the division or ward
levels. Against this backdrop, there is talk that Jagan intends to focus
specifically on the selection of mayoral and chairperson candidates.
However, given the direct election system, various factors—such as public
sentiment, the candidates' individual strength, and local issues—are likely
to influence the results.

Simultaneously, discussions regarding an organizational overhaul
within the YSRCP have gained significance. Reports suggest the party
high command is deliberating on measures such as appointing new co-
ordinators for key constituencies, reshuffling district-level responsibili-
ties, and entrusting greater duties to locally active leaders. Coordinating
the party machinery is essential to effectively face the local elections.
Drawing lessons from past elections, the party needs to identify areas of
leadership gaps, gauge cadre activity levels, and pinpoint potential chal-
lenges in candidate selection. Amidst this, there is specula

Nampally Revenue Inspector & Private
Person Caught hy ACB NET

REVENUE INSPECTOR (RI), O/O THE TAHSILDAR CUM JOINT
SUB-REGISTRAR, NAMPALLY MANDAL, NALGONDADISTRICT & ONE
PRIVATE PERSON IN ACB NET.

On 28.09.2026, the Accused Officer-1 Sri Rallabandi Gopa Raju, Rev-
enue Inspector, O/o The Tahsildar ___ \ —
cum Joint Sub-Registrar, Nampally f&% o | m
Mandal, Nalgonda District was
caught by the ACB, Nalgonda Range
unit when he demanded and ac-
cepted the bribe amount of}|
Rs.15,000/- from the complainant
through A-2 Sri Adulla Yadagiri, Pri-
vate Person working as an assistant
AO-1 for doing an official favor, ie.,
"submitting the Panchanama Report
prepared in respect of the
complainant's agricultural land to the ; ' :
Tahsildar. R

The tainted bribe amount of Rs.15,000/- was recovered from the pos-
session of the A-2 at his instance. Thus, the AO performed his duty im-
properly and dishonestly to obtain undue advantage.

Therefore, the AO-1 & A-2 are being arrested and produced before
the Hon'ble Principal Special Judge for SPE & ACB cases, Nampally for
judicial remand. The case is under investigation. The details of com-
plainant are withheld for security reasons.

CELL PHONE NUMBER-1064 (TOLL FREE NUMBER]:

In case of a demand for a bribe by any Public Servant, the public is
requested to contact the ACB Toll Free Number, Le., 1064, to take action
as per Law. ACB Telangana can also be contacted through social media
platforms WhatsApp (9440446106), Facebook (Telangana ACB), and X
(X/formerly twitter Telangana ACB). The QR Code of ACB is also dis-
played in all Government Offices and prominent public places to contact
ACB, Telangana. The name and details of the victim/complainant will be
kept secret.

Mahakavi Gurram Jashuva: A distinguished figure who
fought for equality and human rights through his writings -
Minister Kanduia Durgesh

Grand celebration of the 131st birth anniversary of Padma Bhushan and 'Kavisamrat' Gurram
Jashuva held at the Pingali Venkayya Hall in the Vijayawada Collectorate
State Minister for Tourism, Culture, and Cinematography, Kandula Durgesh, attended as the chief
guest and paid tribute by garlanding the portrait of Jashuva
'Kavisamrat Gurram Jashuva Kavikokila Awards' presented to eminent literary figures; Minister
Durgesh handed over a cash prize of 250,000, a memento, and a certificate of appreciation

Vijayawada: September 28, 2026.:
Vijayawada: Minister Kandula Durgesh de-
scribed Gurram Jashuva as a rare 'people's
poet' who infused social consciousness into the
era of romantic poetry (Bhavakavitvam) and
transformed the anguish of marginalized sec-
tions into powerful verse. The 131st birth anni-
versary celebrations of 'Navayuga Kavi
Chakravarthi' and Padma Bhushan awardee
Gurram Jashuva were held with great grandeur
at the Pingali Venkayya Hall in the Vijayawada
Collectorate (NTR District), organized by the
State Creativity and Culture Commission.
Kandula Durgesh, the State Minister for Tour-
ism, Culture, and Cinematography, attended the
event as the chief guest. On this occasion, he
paid rich tributes to the great poet Gurram
Jashuva by garlanding his portrait.

As part of the celebrations, Minister Kandula
Durgesh honored prominent litterateurs—Shaik
Karimulla, Dr. Jaladi Vijayakumari, Wilson Rao
Kommavarapu, and Gaddam Eswaramma—for
their significant contributions to the growth, sus-
tenance, and preservation of Telugu literature.
They were presented with the 'Kavisamrat
Gurram Jashuva Kavikokila Sahiti Puraskaram,’
comprising a cash incentive of 750,000, a me-
mento, and a certificate of appreciation. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Minister Kandula Durgesh
said, "Gurram Jashuva was a towering figure
who fought against social inequalities with his
pen and gave a voice to the self-respect of
marginalized communities through his literature.
Even in those times, he awakened society to
the causes of human rights and equality through
works like Gabbilam and Firdausi. He was a
courageous soul who wielded the written word

as a weapon to combat untouchability. A distinguished modern Telugu
poet, Jashuva—known as 'Kavi Kokila'—used his poetry to rebel against
such regressive practices; he earned accolades in the very places where
he had once faced scorn. We must all strive to realize his ideals and
build an egalitarian society by following in the footsteps of this 'Viswa
Kavi Samrat' (Universal Poet Emperor). The contributions of the four
literary luminaries honored today are truly exceptional. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan, the state government is prioritizing arts, artists, and
poets, thereby revitalizing our cultural heritage. By celebrating the birth
anniversaries of great personalities as state festivals, we are passing on
their ideals to future generations." On this occasion, Minister Durgesh
recited a poem penned by Gurram Jashuva: "Right here, the sweet pen
of the great poet melted away in the flames..."

Speaking at the event, Gummadi Gopalakrishna, Chairman of the
Theatre Academy, hailed Gurram Jashuva as a great poet who com-
posed verses in a style accessible even to the common man. He noted
that a "golden era" for the state's cultural sector has dawned thanks to
the efforts of CM Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan, and
Minister Kandula Durgesh. He mentioned that the Boyi Bhimanna awards
had been presented recently and announced that the Kandukuri awards,
as well as the Nandi Theatre Festival and Nandi Awards, would soon be
organized on a grand scale.

Tejasvi Podapati, Chairperson of the Creative and Cultural Commit-
tee, stated that Jashuva’s poetry always provokes thought, raises ques-
tions, and advocates for change to eradicate discrimination in society.
She described J

"Our Future... Our Lokesh Anna"

Bonda Siddhartha's Rally in Vijayawada
Massive Rally with 4,000 Students

Slogans of "Our Future... Our Lokesh Anna"
raised by students in Vijayawada Central gen-
erated significant political interest. Arally involv-
ing approximately 4,000 students proceeded
from the SRR & CVR Government Intermedi-
ate and Degree College in Machavaram to the
BSNL signal point. TDP leader Bonda
Siddhartha stated that the event was organized
to support the government's initiatives regard-
ing the future of the youth, job opportunities, and
reforms in the education sector. Unlike typical
political events, this rally—centered around stu-
dents—once again highlighted how crucial job
and employment opportunities for the youth have
become in current political discourse.

Siddhartha emphasized that creating job
opportunities for the youth is the primary goal of

benefits the youth receive in terms of actual employment will be the criti-
cal factors moving forward. Overall, the future of the youth is evolving
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Receive Petitions and Direct
Officials to Resolve Them

District In-charge Additional Collector (Rev-
enue) Rathod Ramesh

Nirmal District : Dis-
trict In-charge Addi-
tional Collector (Rev-
enue) Rathod
Ramesh directed offi-
cials not to delay the
resolution of applica-
tions received through
the Prajavani
programme.

He participated in
the Prajavani
programme held at the
Collectorate confer-
ence hall and person-
ally received griev-
ances from the public.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Additional
Collector instructed
officials of the con-
cerned departments to
examine every appli-
cation thoroughly and
respond promptly. He
directed them to im-
mediately resolve
pending Prajavani ap-

plications at the mandal level. He also advised
the departments concerned to coordinate with
one another to ensure that public grievances
are addressed effectively.

As part of the Prajavani programme, people
submitted applications regarding education,
healthcare, Indiramma housing, pensions, and
land-related issues.

Deputy Collector Rakesh, RDO Devidas,
officials from various departments, staff, and
others participated in the Prajavani programme.

Stop Unnecessary Attacks and Harassment
Against ﬂlllllllalmlﬂ Assistants

Nirmal District :
Ophthalmic Assistants
are providing essential
primary eye-care ser-
vices to the public and
referring patients who
require further treat-
ment to qualified eye
specialists.

However, Oph-
thalmic Assistants are
facing unnecessary at-
tacks, harassment,
and obstacles while
performing their du-
ties. Such incidents
not only affect the pro-
fessional dignity of
Ophthalmic Assistants
but also cause incon-
venience to the public
in accessing eye-care

services.

In connection with this issue, a representa-
tion was submitted to the District Collector un-
der the leadership of the Optometrists’ Union
and its president, seeking appropriate action.

“We are not against anyone. We respect all
sections of society and are carrying out our pro-
fessional responsibilities in accordance with the
prescribed rules and regulations,” they stated.

Advanced Thoracic Surgery Enables
Safer, Faster Recovery

September 28, 2026:
Yashoda Hospitals is of-
fering advanced treatment
for various chest and tho-
racic diseases using
minimally invasive tho-
racic surgery techniques,
helping patients recover
faster with less pain and
shorter hospital stays.

Thoracic surgery in-
volves operations on or-
gans and structures in
the chest, excluding the
heart. With the availabil-
ity of modern surgical
techniques, several com-
plex procedures that pre-
viously required large in-
cisions can now be per-
formed through small
cuts. Video-assisted tho-
racoscopic surgery
(VATS) and robotic-as-
sisted thoracic surgery
are increasingly being
used for conditions in-
cluding lung cancer, oe-
sophageal cancer and
tumours in the chest.

These minimally inva-
sive procedures offer sev-
eral advantages, includ-
ing reduced surgical
trauma, less postopera-
tive pain, shorter
hospitalisation and
quicker return to normal
activities. Advanced tech-
nology also enables sur-
geons to perform proce-
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dures with greater precision while minimising dam-
age to surrounding tissues.

Yashoda Hospitals Thoracic Surgeon Dr. Rohan
Reddy said thoracic surgery had undergone signifi-
cant advances over the past decade. “With smaller
incisions and advanced robotic and minimally inva-
sive techniques, we are able to treat even complex
conditions with considerably less stress on the body
and greater precision,” he said.

He added that early detection, advanced surgical
expertise and a multidisciplinary approach involving
specialists from different departments were helping
provide comprehensive cancer care. Treatment is tai-
lored to each patient's condition while combining
modern technology with personalised medical care.

Yashoda Hospitals has advanced operation the-
atres, high-definition imaging systems and robotic
surgical platforms, supported by a multidisciplinary
team comprising thoracic surgeons, pulmonologists,
oncologists, radiologists, anaesthesiologists and criti-
cal-care specialists. The hospital provides compre-
hensive treatment for a wide range of thoracic condi-
tions, including lung and oesophageal cancers.

Apart from thoracic surgery, the hospital also pro-
vides comprehensive care for patients with advanced
interstitial lung disease, chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease (COPD), pulmonary hypertension and
other end-stage lung disorders. A specialised
multidisciplinary transplant team, advanced critical-
care facilities and rehabilitation support are available
for patients requiring lung transplantation.in this press
meet Manger Kondal Reddy also present .

Shadnagar, Ranga Reddy September 26,
2026 : The regional meetings of Sanskar Bharati
were held at Shadnagar in Ranga Reddy dis-
trict, bringing together activists and representa-
tives from various districts of Telangana to de-
liberate on the preservation and promotion of
Indian culture.

Sanskar Bharati President Advocate Raj
Kumar Subedar, General Secretary Madhuri,
Literary Secretary K.V. Ramanachari, Sahakara
Darshi Sai Reddy, Regional Sahitya Vidha
Pramukh Dr. Gantyala Prasad and Sahakara
Darshi Chamakura Srinivasa Reddy attended
the meetings.

Chief guest Lingam Sridhar addressed the
gathering and explained in detail the objectives,
working principles and lifestyle expected of
Sanskar Bharati activists. He highlighted the sig-
nificance of Indian traditions, cultural values and
the collective responsibility of society in safe-
guarding the country’s rich cultural heritage.

He urged the activists to dedicate themselves
to cultural preservation with commitment, disci-
pline and a spirit of service. He said Sanskar
Bharati workers should function like soldiers
dedicated to protecting Indian culture, while
reaching cultural values to every section of so-

ciety in a positive and affectionate manner.

Activists from different districts of Telangana participated in the re-
gional meetings and discussed organisational activities and cultural
programmes. The sessions also emphasised the need to encourage the
younger generation to understand and respect India’s diverse traditions,
arts and heritage.

Sanskar Bharati President Sharma, General Secretary Vadrevu Shivaji,
Sangathan Mantri Niranjan, Manch Kala Vidha Pramukh Bejagam Srinivas,
and several other office-bearers and activists were present.

The regional meetings concluded with a call for united and sustained
efforts to strengthen cultural awareness and ensure the continuity of India’s
traditional values for future generations.

Double-Bedroom Houses Allotted
Through Lucky Ilraw

Nizamabad, September 28,2026 : The selec-
tion of beneficiaries for the allotment of double-
bedroom houses near the Integrated District
Offices Complex in Nizamabad North Mandal
was completed through a lucky draw on Mon-
day.

The lottery was conducted at the Municipal
Citizen Service Centre under the supervision of
Nizamabad Mayor Kooragayala Uma Rani,
RDO Rajendra Kumar and Municipal Commis-
sioner S. Dilip Kumar.

The names of eligible applicants were picked
through a transparent lottery in the presence of
corporators, representatives of various political
parties and the applicants concerned. The pro-
ceedings were also videographed to ensure
complete transparency and prevent any scope
for irregularities or objections.

As per government guidelines, reservations
were implemented for different categories, in-
cluding 6 per cent for STs, 17 per cent for SCs,
12 per cent for minorities and 5 per cent for per-
sons with disabilities. The selected beneficia-
ries were announced during the programme.

Additional Municipal Commissioner B. Chandrasekhar, Housing EE
J. Rajyalakshmi, North Tahsildar Harikishore and other officials were
present.

The beneficiaries selected through the lucky draw expressed their
happiness and thanked the government for providing them with double-
bedroom houses.

MLAS Join congress Protestin Nagarkurnnnl

Nagarkurnool : The Congress party organised
a massive protest at the Nagarkurnool
Collectorate on Monday, demanding the removal
of Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar from
office. The protest was led by District Congress
president and Achampet MLA Dr Chikkudu Vamsi
Krishna. Congress MLAs Kuchukulla Rajesh
Reddy and Kasireddy Narayana Reddy, along
with public representatives, party leaders and
workers, participated in the protest.

Speaking on the occasion, Congress lead-
ers alleged that the Central government and the
Election Commission were acting unilaterally in
the electoral process. Dr Vamsi Krishna alleged
that there was a conspiracy to delete 25 crore
votes. He called upon party workers to take the
alleged anti-people policies of the BJP to the
people.

The MLAs alleged that the actions of the Elec-
tion Commissioner were weakening the consti-

tutional system and further alleged that Gyanesh Kumar was working in
favour of the BJP. Later, the Congress leaders met Collectorate Adminis-
trative Officer Chandrasekhar and submitted a memorandum demand-
ing the removal of Gyanesh Kumar from the post of Election Commis-
sioner.

Animal Hushandrv Ilenartment Spreails Rabies Awareness
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Nagarkurnool : An awareness programme was conducted for
students at Mantati village in Nagarkurnool mandal by the Animal
Husbandry Department on the occasion of World Rabies Day.
The programme focused on creating awareness about rabies
and the importance of regular vaccination of dogs and cats. Vet-

erinary Assistant Surgeon Dr T. Kalpana said this year’s
World Rabies Day theme is “Stronger Together — One
Health for All.”

She said rabies is a fatal viral disease and can be
almost 100 per cent fatal once symptoms appear. The
disease is mainly transmitted through dog bites, but can
be prevented through timely vaccination. She advised
pet owners to ensure that their dogs and cats are vac-
cinated against rabies every year.

Dr T. Kalpana advised people to immediately wash
an animal-bite wound with soap and water for at least
15 minutes and visit the nearest government hospital
without delay for anti-rabies vaccination. She also
stressed the importance of educating children about
safe interaction with animals and urged everyone to con-
tribute to rabies prevention.



7 Hyderabad

Tuesday 29, September, 2026

shah Flags Off India’s Flrst LNG Train

New Delhi, Ahmedabad: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had transformed the railways and
urged the public to challenge the Congress to a
debate based on facts and figures. Addressing
a gathering after flagging off the country’s first
LNG train from Sabarmati station in Gujarat,
Shah accused the Congress of corruption dur-
ing its tenure and claimed that no one had been
able to accuse Modi of corruption in 12 years.

“Before 2014, this country was ruled by one
family. | want to talk only about railways. Dedi-
cated freight corridor, rapid rail system, premium
stations, all these have been started by Modiji.
And by inaugurating a train running on hydro-
gen, he has placed India among just 4 coun-
tries in the world,” he said. “The Congress
speaks nonsense. The people of the country
should ask them to discuss figures. You (Con-
gress) did nothing except fraud, scams and
corruption worth Rs 12 lakh crore. But no one
has been able to accuse Modi of corruption of
even four annas in 12 years,” Shah said.

During the programme, Shah also flagged
off a WAG-12 electric locomotive and inaugu-
rated, dedicated to the nation or laid foundation
stones for railway projects worth more than
71,500 crore. These included line-doubling
works, the Kavach train protection system, au-
tomatic signalling and a maintenance shed for
WAG-12 electric locomotives. Shah said the trial
of the first long double-stack container train from
Mumbai to Vadodara had been completed suc-
cessfully. He said it would help address con-
straints on freight movement, double carrying

capacity and meet requirements up to 2040.

“Ever since Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, he
has brought several new facilities in the railways and modernised it.
Under the Modi government, 11000 km long rail corridor is being con-
verted into a 4-track network, which will lead to a lot of convenience in
traffic,” he said. Shah said 97 per cent of bio-toilets in trains had been
installed during the Modi government’s tenure. He also said 87 per cent
of the coaches referred to in the supplied figures had been manufac-
tured in India during this period.

He credited the government with 70 per cent of railway electrification
and said the railway safety budget and locomotive production capacity
had increased by 67 per cent and 66 per cent respectively. “Modi solidi-
fied the concept of Make in India, the concept of self-reliant India, and
this is the result of it. In 2015-16, Railways used 293 crore litres of die-
sel. By 2024-25 it will be 108 crore litres, and by 2030 it will be reduced
to zero. We will save currency. This is a great achievement which does
not come to people’s attention,” Shah said. Annual railway electrification
had risen from 75 km in 2010-11 to 7,188 km in 2023-24, he said. Shah
put railway electrification at 99.6 per cent and said India would achieve
full electrification. He cited corresponding figures of 92 per cent for China,
68 per cent for Spain, 60 per cent for France and 49 per cent for Britain.
Turning to Gujarat, Shah said its railway budget allocation had risen from
?589 crore in the 2009-14 period to 17,366 in 2026-27.

KTR demands crop loss survey, compensation
for Palamuru farmers

Hyderabad: Raising concern over crops with-
ering due to a short supply of irrigation water,
BRS working president KT Rama Rao de-
manded an immediate crop loss survey and
compensation for farmers in the erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district. He said more than 40
per cent of crops were damaged despite ad-
equate water being available in the Krishna and
Godavaririvers.

Rama Rao made the demand after visiting
cotton and maize fields at Deshitikyal village in
Nagarkurnool district and interacting with farm-
ers while returning from Kollapur on Sunday.
He said farmers had suffered heavy losses and
were unable even to recover their investment.
He demanded that the government conduct a
crop survey covering every acre and announce
a special package for affected farmers.

Farmers told him that cotton crops had dried
up and changed colour, with little possibility of
fetching even Rs 4,000 a quintal. Maize farm-
ers, too, had suffered severe losses, with
farmer Shekhar Reddy reportedly borrowing Rs
2 lakh to cultivate maize on two acres but los-
ing the crop.

The BRS working president held the Con-
gress government responsible for the crop loss
and accused it of criminal negligence in ensur-
ing irrigation water supply, despite 248 TMCft
of water being available this year. He reminded
the government that weather experts had
warned of the El Nino impact and said the Con-
gress government should therefore have stored

the available water filled tanks and supplled water through canals He
alleged that the Kalwakurthy and Palamuru-Rangareddy projects were
not being operated to their full capacity.

He also raised the issue of power supply shortages after farmers com-
plained that only single-phase power was available after 7 pm and that
three-phase supply was frequently interrupted, making it difficult to oper-
ate agricultural pump sets.

Rama Rao recalled that the previous BRS government provided irri-
gation to around 8-8.5 lakh acres in the erstwhile Mahbubnagar district
through the Jurala, Kalwakurthy, Nettampadu, Koilsagar and Palamuru-
Rangareddy projects. He stated that while Palamuru was facing crop
losses, Krishna River water was being diverted to Andhra Pradesh from
the Srisailam reservoir.

He assured the farmers that he would take up the issue with agricul-
ture officials and the Agriculture Minister over their grievances. He also
assured farmers that the BRS would continue its fight and mobilise BRS
MLAs to press the government for relief until compensation was pro-
vided.

BRS confident of victory in Khairatabad
hypoll, says minority cell leader

Hyderabad: BRS Minority Cell general secretary Abdul Mugeet Mohiuddin

Chanda said the decade-long rule of former

W"’ . Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao had

brought unprecedented development and wel-

‘1 fare to Telangana, particularly Hyderabad. He

expressed confidence that the BRS candi-

~ 7 date would emerge victorious whenever the

by-election to the Khairatabad Assembly con-
stituency is held.

Chanda said the KCR government had

_ = worked with the objective of improving the

living conditions of people across all sec-
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Sama Ram Mohan Reddy Likely Congress
Pick for Hyderahad-Rangareddy-
Mahhubnagar Graduate MLC Seat

Hyderabad: In what could be a significant de-

tions. During the BRS rule, Hyderabad witnessed major road infrastructure projects,
flyovers, link roads and other urban development works. The government also ad-
dressed the power crisis and ensured uninterrupted power supply, he said.

He said the BRS government had undertaken large-scale recruitment to fill
government posts and introduced several welfare programmes for poor and vulner-
able sections, increased social security pensions, provided financial assistance
to women and extended support to different communities.

Chanda said programmes such as Aasara pensions, Kalyana Lakshmi/Shaadi
Mubarak, Rythu Bandhu and Rythu Bima reflected the BRS government’s focus
on welfare and social security. “People of Hyderabad have seen the development
and welfare delivered during the BRS government and remember it,” he said.

He said the BRS had a strong organisational base in Khairatabad and ex-
pressed confidence that voters would support the party whenever the by-election
is conducted.

velopment ahead of the Legislative Council polls,
the ruling Congress in Telangana has reportedly
settled on former TPCC Media and Communica-
tions Chairman Sama Ram Mohan Reddy as its
candidate for the Hyderabad-Rangareddy-
Mahabubnagar Graduates MLC constituency.

While official clearance from the AICC and
TPCC leadership is still awaited, party insiders
say Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has virtu-
ally finalised his candidature. Having led the
party's media operations and countered the op-
position, his familiarity with the urban student and
employee demographic makes him the leading
contender for the ticket.

PM Modi recalls 2016 surgical
strikes, says India follows zero-tol-
erance policy

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said the 2016 surgical strikes
were India’s decisive response to the pain
caused by terror attacks and presented a
new example of the country’s counter-terror-
ism policy.

Asserting that India follows a policy of zero
tolerance towards terrorism, he said in his
monthly broadcast, Mann Ki Baat, that the
country has made it clear that terrorism will
be dealt with strongly and decisively.

He said over the past decade — from the Balakot air strike to Opera-
tion Sindoor — India has repeatedly sent a clear message that if terrorists
dare to cast an evil eye on the country, they will be met with a befitting
response.

Referring to the 2016 surgical strikes, Modi said the world was aston-
ished to see the manner in which India’s brave soldiers crossed the Line of
Control (LoC) to take action against terrorism.

“A major historic achievement of India is set to mark its 10th anniver-
sary in just a day — this achievement is the surgical strikes. Ten years
ago, on September 28-29, 2016, the Indian Army carried out surgical strikes
on terrorist hideouts in Pakistan,” he said.

The prime minister said the surgical strikes were the country’s decisive
response to the long-standing pain India had endured due to terrorist at-
tacks.

“The surgical strike boldly demonstrated to the entire world a new ex-
ample of India’s counter-terrorism policy,” he said.

The surgical strikes were carried out by Indian forces on terror camps
across the LoC after terrorists attacked an army camp at Uri in Jammu and
Kashmir, leaving 18 soldiers dead.

Modi said India has long suffered wounds inflicted by terrorist attacks
and recalled that there was a time when serial blasts had become a com-
mon occurrence in the country.

He said it was in this very month of September, specifically on Septem-
ber 13, 2008, that many innocent lives were lost in the serial blasts in
Delhi.

“Just a few weeks later, the massive 26/11 attack took place in Mumbai.
In the past too, there used to be demands for action against Pakistan
following every terror attack, but such calls were often not given due at-
tention; time was simply allowed to pass,” he said.

The prime minister asserted that India pursues a zero-tolerance policy
against terrorism, and everyone is witnessing the results of that.

Modi’s reference to Pakistan’s involvement in cross-border terrorism
comes two days after Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif used the UN
General Assembly podium to raise the Kashmir issue in his address to the
world organisation.

Sharif raised the Kashmir issue, saying that to ensure South Asia never
reaches the precipice of the conflict of 2025 again, a just and fair solution
to the Kashmir issue is required.

India has repeatedly rejected Pakistan’s assertions on Kashmir made
at the UNGA forum as well as on other UN platforms, saying Jammu and
Kashmir has been, is, and will always remain an integral and inalienable
part of India.

India had launched Operation Sindoor on May 7 last year, targeting
terror infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in retalia-
tion for the April 22, 2025, Pahalgam attack that killed 26 civilians.

In his radio broadcast, the prime minister noted that this year also marks
25 years since the 9/11 terrorist attacks and that among the innocent lives
lost at the World Trade Centre in the US, the highest number of victims
after Americans were Indians.

“I recall that after becoming prime minister in 2014, when | visited the
US, | had reached New York to pay homage to those innocent citizens.
Today, once again, | extend my condolences to the bereaved families on
behalf of crores of Indian citizens,” he said.

In his address, the prime minister also touched upon the fight against
drugs and said millions of young people across the country have recently
taken a significant resolve against substance abuse and drugs.

He said the youth have vowed to stay away from drugs themselves and
have also taken up the responsibility of spreading this message to others
— all under the ‘Nasha Mukt Yuva Abhiyan’.

The prime minister said there is one aspect of this campaign: the youth
are propagating the message against drugs in their own language and in
their own way.

“I had urged young people in Mann Ki Baat as well to join this campaign
using their creativity, and | am delighted that thousands of youth have
stepped forward in response to this call,” he said.

Paying tributes to Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader Ashok Singhal, Modi
said there are many aspects of Singhal’s work that do not receive much
attention.

“Alongside the Ram Mandir movement, he also waged a major battle
against social discrimination and inequality. Today, on the occasion of his
birth centenary, | bow to him on behalf of his millions of admirers. | offer my
heartfelt tribute,” he said.

Talking about the “Somnath Swabhiman Parv”, the prime minister said
that a thousand years ago, in 1026, Mahmud of Ghazni had demolished
the Somnath temple for the first time.

However, those who came to destroy Somnath and erase India’s iden-
tity have no existence at all today, whereas the Somnath temple stands in
all its grandeur by the vast sea, bestowing the blessing of immortality upon
India, he noted.

“That is why we celebrated the ‘Somnath Swabhiman Parv’ this year
with immense pride,” he said.

Referring to the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 2,
Modi said he gave many people guiding principles for life, and cleanliness
is one of them.

“We often see numerous efforts related to cleanliness around us. These
efforts are very inspiring and uplifting. Such photos, videos and reels fre-
quently catch our attention on social media as well,” he said.

The prime minister said he has withessed many such initiatives recently
and that, at a place in Madhya Pradesh, young people are working to
clean up a river, with the entire community joining in their small effort.

Similarly, Modi said in Andhra Pradesh, the youth are cleaning up old
stepwells and wells, thereby helping to restore ancient heritage.

In Mumbai, he said, some young people are taking an initiative to keep
beaches clean; every week, hundreds of young people gather at one beach
or another to participate in cleanliness drives under the “Swachhata Se
Sewa” initiative.
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Hyderabad: The
cast of director Bobby
Kolli’'s eagerly awaited
action entertainer
‘Kaaka’, featuring
Megastar Chiranjeevi
in the lead, has begun
dubbing for the film,
according to industry
sources.

Sources close to
the film’s unit said the
cast began dubbing
after a traditional
pooja. Other post-pro-
duction activities are
also being carried out
simultaneously, they
added.

It may be recalled
that Chiranjeevi re-
cently disclosed the
name of the character
he plays in the film.
During a speech at a
recent event, the
Megastar revealed
that he would be play-
ing a character called
Kadiri Kalidas.

Sources close to
the unit said that while
‘Kaaka’ has been en-
visioned as a high-in-
tensity action enter-
tainer, it will also fea-
ture a strong emo-
tional and family-ori-
ented narrative, mak-
ing the protagonist’'s
character arc one of
its key attractions.

The unit began its
most recent schedule
on September 7.

Chiranjeevi’s upcoming action entertainer ‘Kaaka’, directed by Bobby Kolli, has begun dubbing following a
traditional pooja. Produced by KVN Productions, the film also stars Anaswara Rajan and Nivetha Pethuraj and is

being planned for a Sankranthi 2027 release

”

»

KVN Productions, which is producing the film,
announced the title a few days ago through a
title teaser and revealed that the film would hit
screens on January 13, 2027.

Taking to social media to share the title
teaser, the production house wrote, “Meet Su-
pervisor Satyam, C/O Ammaji Aqua Industries,
Ravulapalem. Team #KAAKA wishes the one
and only Megastar @Kchirutweets garu a very
HAPPY BIRTHDAY. Title glimpse out now. Janu-
ary 13, 2027 — Sankranthi release.”

The title teaser showed Chiranjeevi working
at a shrimp farm called Ammaji Aqua Industries.
His character is named Satyam and he works
as a supervisor at the facility, where people from
different regions of the country are employed.

The teaser showed an employee attempting
to return a key to Chiranjeevi but dropping it into
a pool full of shrimps. Chiranjeevi then retrieved
the key using a giant electromagnet. Along with
the key, several weapons also emerged from
the pool. The key had a keychain that read, ‘|
love dad’.

The film has generated considerable inter-
est among fans and film buffs since it was first

announced, while the title teaser has added to

the excitement.

Sources close to the unit said the first half of
the film ends with a spectacular action se-
quence. They claimed that the interval fight se-
quence, which was shot recently, is set to be
one of the major attractions of the film. The ac-
tion block has been designed and executed on
a grand scale and is expected to provide a pow-
erful high point before the second half.

Sources also claimed that the initial output
has given the team immense confidence, with
the narrative maintaining a mix of intensity, en-
tertainment, emotion and action.

Anaswara Rajan and Nivetha Pethuraj play
pivotal roles in the film, which is being planned
as a Sankranthi 2027 release. With the shoot
progressing smoothly and the first-half edit near-
ing completion, the production is moving to-
wards the next phase.

This is the second time director Bobby has
worked with Chiranjeevi. The two previously
collaborated on the action entertainer ‘Waltair
Veerayya’.

Sanjay Reminds Me of His Father Vijay,

Megastar Chiranjeevi attended the grand pre-
release event of Sigma in Hyderabad as the
chief guest and extended his support to debutant
director Jason Sanjay, son of Tamil actor-turned-
politician Vijay.

Recalling his first meeting with Sanjay,
Chiranjeevi said the youngster reminded him
of his father. “When he came to meet me, he
reminded me of his father Vijay during 1993-
94, Chiranjeevi said. He also asked Sanjay
whether he was more interested in acting or
direction. “He said he was very much interested
in writing and direction,” the megastar recalled.

Chiranjeevi also spoke about Sanjay’s fam-
ily legacy in cinema. He pointed out that the
youngster is carrying forward the creative
legacy of his grandfather, S S Chandrasekar,
who directed films such as Chattatniki Kallu Levu
and Devantakudu, and his grandmother Shoba,
who was involved in screenwriting.

“S S Chandrasekar was a very good direc-
tor, while his wife Shoba garu penned scripts.
Sanjay is taking forward the skills of his grand-
parents. He has inherited those genes and has
turned director,” Chiranjeevi said.

The megastar further recalled Vijay’s jour-
ney in cinema and expressed his wishes for

Says clliranievi

Sanjay’s directorial career. “I have seen his father Vijay rise to meteoric
heights as an actor, and | wish Sanjay also achieves his goals as a direc-
tor. | think his debut film Sigma will pave the way for his dreams,” he
added.

Jason Sanjay, meanwhile, said that his father is excited to watch the
film but has chosen not to participate in its promotional campaign due to
his responsibilities as Tamil Nadu Chief Minister. Sanjay said he wanted
the promotions to remain focused on the film and its team rather than on
his father.
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Deepika Pilli charms in her latest outdoor photoshoot, smiling brightly with
eyes closed and arms outstretched amid lush greenery. She wears a light green
saree adorned with pink rose motifs and gold detailing, paired with a vibrant pink
sleeveless blouse. Pearl bangles, earrings, and a delicate necklace complete
the fresh, elegant look. Captioned with , the images credit styling by
@reshma_stylist, saree from @rang_by_shilpa, hair by
@mounika_reddy_makeover, and photography by @absolutelyrahul.

Born on April 15, 1999, in Vijayawada (raised in Hyderabad), Deepika began
as a social media influencer on TikTok, amassing millions of followers with dance
and lip-sync videos. She entered television as a contestant on Dhee 13 Kings vs
Queens (2021) and later hosted shows like Comedy Stars Dhamaka Season 2
and Comedy Stock Exchange.

Her film debut came with the Telugu comedy Wanted PanduGod (2022). She
gained further recognition in Akkada Ammayi Ikkada Abbayi (2025) as Raja
Kumari. With a growing presence in Telugu entertainment through hosting and
acting, Deepika continues building her career with selective projects in film and
digital platforms.

Sharwanand is all set to entertain the audience in his upcoming family enter-
tainer, George Krish. Srinu Vaitla is directing the film after a gap and he is joining
hands with Sharwa for the first time too. Now, the makers have officially an-
nounced that the beautiful Manasa Varanasi will be playing the female lead oppo-
site him. This refreshing pairing has already generated a lot of excitement among
movie enthusiasts, promising a vibrant on-screen chemistry.

The movie team is now ramping up the promotional activities and preparing a
massive surprise for the fans. A highly anticipated first booster update is officially
arriving on September 24th. This early promotional drop is expected to give audi-
ences an exciting glimpse into the world of this out-and-out family entertainer.

Director Sreenu Vaitla is collaborating with the actor for the very first time,
bringing his signature style and grand scale to the project. The combination is
already making waves, as fans are eager to see how the director presents this
fresh lead pair in a festive backdrop.

George Krish is gearing up for a grand theatrical release on 14th. Backed by
Anil Sunkara, the film is poised to be a major Sankranti special.
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